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Thursdays 

10:00 a.m.—7:00 p.m. 

 

Confessions 

Mondays: 5:00-5:15 p.m. 

Saturdays: 4:00-4:30 p.m. 

Or by appointment by con-

tacting one of the priests 
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tion and presence to the Poor 
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Chillicothe, Ohio 
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“ . . . You are Peter, and upon this rock 

I shall build my church, and the gates of 
the nether world shall not prevail 

against it.” — Matthew 16:18 

Blessings to all! 

 As I write this note, we 
are having a bright day of sun-
shine.  Only a couple of days 
ago, we were buried under the 
snow and ice left from the Po-
lar vortex.  You know what 
they say, “If you don’t like 
Ohio’s weather, just wait five 

minutes.”  It is changeable and we live with the 
former signs of all four seasons throughout the 
year.  In any case, I am grateful to receive the hint 
that there may soon be summer around the corner.  
With any luck, we will get to have some of our 
“usual” summer activities and get to know one 
another better.  All the parishes of the Consortium 
have told me that they are used to having lots of 
fun with one another as families.  I look forward to 
that! 

 At the present time, also, we are experi-
encing Lent and it appears that we will be able to 
follow Lent through to Easter this year.  That, too, 
gives me a sense of hope, since it really felt like 
Lent 2020 did not get to have its proper close.  We 
did the best we could, but this year, perhaps, we 
will get the full dose of Resurrection Joy. 

 As you may or may not know, the priests 
of our Consortium all serve Bishop Flaget School 
as well as the parishes.  Each of us has regular 
contact with the children in a variety of ways.  I 
am happy to be able to celebrate Mass at the 
School on Fridays.  The past couple of times, we 
have had most of the school gathered in the gym 
for an all-school Mass.  Before that, we had one 
class (or half a class) in the school chapel and 
livestreamed to the rest of the school.  It is won-
derful to see all the children together.  Mrs. Laura 
Corcoran, the principal, has an amazing power to 

quiet the children in preparation for 
the Mass.  She says, over the P.A. 
system, “This is now a chapel, no 
longer a gym” and the children go 
silent immediately.  I asked them 
one week where they learned to do 
that.  They assured me that they had 
learned the discipline of such silence 
from the time they were in Pre-K or 
Kindergarten.  It is true that all we 
need to know we learned in Kinder-
garten! 

 Due to our association with 
the School, the priests were able to 
receive our first Covid vaccine along 
with the teachers and staff.  It is a 
relief to have the opportunity for 
this.  We have been very blessed not 
to pick up Covid ourselves even 
though many around us have had it.  
Once we have our full regimen in a 
month or so, we should be able to 
engage in more direct ministry.  We 
really look forward to that. 

 Know that our prayers are 
with you through these final Covid 
days.  May God give you strength 
and may He keep us all in commun-
ion of mind and heart. 
 
 
 
Rev. Timothy M. Hayes 

Pastor of Chillicothe, St. Mary; 
Chillicothe, St. Peter;  
and Waverly, St. Mary, Queen of the 
Missions 

St. Mary Chillicothe will host the Consortium Lenten 
Penance Service with Tenebrae on Wednesday of  

Holy Week, March 31 at 7:30 p.m. 
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 Fr. Milton Kiocha, A.J. 

 I am the fourth of seven 
children. I hail from Kilimanjaro 

in Tanzania, East Africa. I was 
ordained a priest in 2001 in the 
religious missionary Order of the 

Apostles of Jesus, missionaries for 
Africa and the world. After ordi-
nation I worked as a parochial vic-

ar at the Body and Blood of Christ 
Naibili parish in Moshi diocese in 

Tanzania for one year and a half. I was appointed to 

work in the administration of my Order at our head-
quarters in Nairobi, Kenya for four years, in Nairobi 
archdiocese. I came to America in 2007 and I have 

worked in the following places: priest chaplain for 
three and half years at Sancta Clara monastery in Can-
ton, Ohio, in Youngstown diocese; hospital chaplain 
for eight years in Akron, Ohio, in Cleveland diocese; 

parochial vicar at St. Pius parish for twenty-one 
months in Reynoldsburg, Ohio, in Columbus diocese; 
and now at my current position in Chillicothe. It is 

good to be here and I feel truly blessed to team up with 
Fr. Tim our pastor, Fr. Beal and Dcn. Reed to be your 
servant. My spirit is the spirit of my religious Order, 

the spirit of Jesus Christ, who for love of his Father 
loved us and gave himself up in our place (cf. Eph 
5:2). I admire Jesus’ principle and philosophy in his 

Sermon on the Mount, “Blessed are the meek, for they 
will inherit the land” (Mt 5:5). For I believe that we 
will find happiness for ourselves when we work first 

for the happiness of others. I emulate his mission in 
the world which is the salvation of souls and I am cap-
tivated by his compassionate heart, active and joyful 

zeal for the lost sheep (cf. Jn 10:1-21). One more thing 
you do not know about me is that I eat what is in the 
pot “with a smile” as Fr. Beal always says. Fr. Tim 

taught us how to play sequence and I like playing it 
with my brother priests and Dcn. Reed with lots of 
laughter and joy. It is better when I help them win.  

 There are many changes taking place at 
Miryante!  Miryante Orphans Home  has always 
worked closely with the Uganda government’s family 
and child services organizations to take in orphaned or 
abused/neglected children. One of the government’s 
priorities now is to transition children from an institu-
tional setting to safe and loving foster homes.  In re-
sponse to these changes, Miryante Community Centre 
was formed to provide services in a manner consistent 
with the government’s shifting focus.   
 One of the biggest barriers to orphans being 
taken into homes is the cost.  Miryante Community 
Centre  will support the children transitioning to foster 
homes by providing a mattress, blankets and bed 
sheets, a mosquito net, shoes and clothing, hygiene 
products, school uniforms and supplies, and food.  
They will also pay school fees and medical costs.  In 
addition, Miryante Community Centre will inspect pro-
spective foster homes and provide orientation and 
training for the family.  Social workers will visit the 
children on a regular basis at both the home and school.    
 Miryante Community Centre will also provide 
services to at-risk groups by partnering with local and 
international organizations that focus on vulnerable 
women and people with disabilities.   
 The current campus for Miryante Orphans 
Home will continue to be utilized for orphaned children 
who have not yet been placed in a foster home, as well 
as orphaned/vulnerable children who need services on 
a short-term basis.  Also, in the event that a foster care 
placement does not work out, the child can always 
come back to the main campus.     

 Many of you know that during the period of the 
border shutdown due to the coronavirus, the children at 
Miryante were not able to receive any cards or packag-
es in the mail.  We are happy to report that the postal 
service is now able to receive mail, so the children will 
once again be able to hear from their sponsors. 
 The staff at Miryante is grateful for the contin-
ued support and sponsorship from our parish! 

Transition from Miryante Orphans Home to 
Miryante Community Centre 

By Diane Corcoran   
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 As God’s children we are created to be the “salt of the 
earth”, “the light of the world”, to be Christ to each person we 
encounter (Matthew 5:13,14). Jesus Christ established the 
Catholic Church to bring hope where there is darkness, peace 
where there is anxiety, and freedom where there is bondage. 
Our family is the Catholic Church, and we are meant to 
transform the world by daily acts of virtue and love in our 
families, work places, and community. 
 Here at St. Peter's we want to invite you on an adven-
ture to live your Catholic faith to the full and it begins with 
our families. St. John Paul II once said "As the family goes, so 
goes the nation, and so goes the whole world in which we 
live." That is a big promise. If we want to see our nation and 
our world change, we begin with the family, your individual 
families and our larger family of our Chillicothe Waverly 
Consortium. 
 This year our faith formation is all about the family. 
We are going to be using ALIVE Family Faith Formation to 
bring together the whole family for an experience like none 
other! And when we say the whole family, we mean the whole 
family of God. This means young families, grandparents, sin-
gle laity, young adults, everyone.  
 Part of the ALIVE Family Faith Formation is a 
monthly Family Night and each quarter that family night will 
be more like a family retreat. Our first Family Night on Sun-
day, Oct. 25th had over 50 participants! Thank you to all who 
joined and to all of the amazing volunteers who helped plan it 
and make phone calls and invitations! We are so excited to 
have the second virtual family night on November 8th from 6
-7pm on our Facebook page. The theme for this night is 
prayer. Prayer is our lifeline to God. Without prayer it is im-
possible to keep Jesus at the center of our lives and hardships 
become unbearable, but with prayer every moment can be 
filled with grace and hope. 
 Whether we are able to gather in person or virtually, 
God is still present. He is alive and effective, even in turbulent 
times. God keeps His promises and has great plans for Chil-
licothe and Waverly, Ohio, “plans for our welfare and not for 
our evil, to give [us] a future and a hope” (Jeremiah 29:11).  
 How we react to the conditions of the world and what 
choices we make everyday are what set us apart. As Catholics 
we aren’t supposed to look like the rest of the world. We are 
meant to live such radical lives of generosity, mercy, and vir-
tue that the people around us wonder, “What is it that is dif-
ferent about these people?” And when the world discovers 
that it is love of Jesus and his Church, they will want the 
peace and joy and freedom that only Jesus can offer. So my 
dear parish family, let us “live in a manner worth of [our] 
call,” as St. Paul says so that when the world sees Jesus Christ 
active in our lives they will “give glory to [our] Father who is 
in heaven” (Ephesians 4:1, Matthew 5:16). 
 

We Believe Our Family Can Change the World 
MISSION = A WORLD TRANSFORMED BY CHRIST 

-Andrea McLean, Faith & Family Coordinator 

Some of our regular stars for Virtual Family 
Night!  

(left to right) Bella, Clare, Agnes & Geraldine. 

Savannah  - January Family Night filming  

Evan , Family Night filming at Yoctangee Park. 
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Ignatius: 
 
You may have heard of certain figures in the early Chris-

tian centuries who are referred to as “Church Fathers” or 
“Fathers of the Church.” The origin of this analogy is found in 
the New Testament, which depicts the Apostles as the fathers 
of converts and as fathers of particular churches. Later, the 
Apostles themselves were followed by others who spiritually 
provided for, taught and disciplined the various Christian 
communities. So, it was natural to apply the analogy of father-
hood to them as well. In time, the concept came to be applied 
in a general way to those who shaped the faith and practice of 
the Church in its earliest centuries. They became “Fathers” for 
not only for their own age, but for all ages as well. Some of 
these, who had actually heard the preaching of the Apostles - 
or lived shortly after the Apostles - came to be known as the 
“Apostolic Fathers”.  Then, as now, great value was attached 
to the ability of bishops to be recognized in their succession 
from one of the Apostles (including St. Paul).   

St. Ignatius of Antioch (also called Theophorus) is one 
of the three most important of the Apostolic Fathers, together 
with St. Clement of Rome and St. Polycarp. He was born 
in Syria, around the year 50; and died around the year 108 
AD. His Feast Day is December 20. He was an early Chris-
tian writer and bishop of Antioch, and it is believed that both 
St. Ignatius and his friend St. Polycarp, were taught by St. 
John. In addition, more than one ancient writer attributes 
his episcopal consecration to St. Peter, making Ignatius the 
third Bishop of Antioch.  

The notoriety of St. Ignatius sprang from the manner 
of his martyrdom (torn apart by lions (or other beasts) in 
Rome for refusing to deny Christ) and for a series of letters 
which he wrote enroute to his martyrdom in Rome. These 
letters were addressed to churches which he left behind and to 
his friend, Polycarp, to teach and encourage them. These let-
ters now form an important part of the earliest writings known 
to have been written by the Apostolic Fathers. His letters also 
serve as examples of early Christian theology, ecclesiology 
(about the Church), the sacraments, and the role of bishops 
and the clergy. The seven famous letters accepted as written 
by St. Ignatius of Antioch are: 

  Letter to the Ephesians  
  Letter to the Magnesians 
  Letter to the Trallians 
  Letter to the Romans 
  Letter to the Philadelphians 
  Letter to the Smyrnaeans 
  Letter to Polycarp 
Here are just a few examples of early Christian teach-

ing (which are just as valid today), with quotes from the let-
ters, written while enroute to Rome: 

 
Teaching: Those who 

separate themselves from the Church cut themselves off from 
God and those who repent belong to God:  “Keep yourselves 
from those evil plants which Jesus Christ does not tend, be-
cause they are not the planting of the Father. Not that I have 
found any division among you, but exceeding purity. For as 
many as are of God and of Jesus Christ are also with the bish-
op. And as many as shall, in the exercise of repentance, return 
into the unity of the Church, these, too, shall belong to God, 
that they may live according to Jesus Christ.” (Letter to the 
Philadelphians). 

Teaching: The threefold structure of the hierarchy: “See that 
you all follow the bishop, even as Jesus Christ does the Father, 
and the presbytery as you would the apostles; and reverence 
the deacons, as being the institution of God. Let no man do 
anything connected with the Church without the bishop.” 
(Letter to the Smyrnaeans).  

Teaching: The unity of the Church: “Wherever the bishop shall 
appear, there let the multitude [of the people] also be; even as, 
wherever Jesus Christ is, there is the Catholic Church.” (Letter 
to the Smyrnaeans).  This is the oldest documented use of the 
phrase "Catholic Church" to designate all Christians. 

Teaching: The Real Presence of Jesus in the Eucharist: “Take 
note of those who hold heterodox opinions on the grace of Je-
sus Christ…They abstain from the Eucharist and from prayer 
because they do not confess that the Eucharist is the flesh of 
our Savior Jesus Christ, flesh that suffered for our sins and that 
the Father, in his goodness, raised up again.” (Letter to the 
Smyrnaeans). Note the use of the term “Eucharist” applied to 
the Blessed Sacrament. 

Teaching: The Holy Sacrifice of the Mass: “Take heed, then, to 
have but one Eucharist. For there is one flesh of our Lord Jesus 
Christ, and one cup to show forth the unity of his blood; one 
altar: as there is one bishop, along with the presbytery and dea-
cons, my fellow servants: that so, whatsoever you do, you may 
do.” (Letter to the Philadelphians) 

Teaching: The Divinity of Christ in the Incarnation: “For our 
God, Jesus Christ, was, according to the appointment of God, 
conceived in the womb of Mary, of the seed of David, but by 
the Holy Spirit. He was born and baptized that by his passion, 
he might purify the water.”(Letter to the Ephesians) 

Teaching: The virtue of virginity, already much esteemed: “If 
anyone can continue in a state of purity, to the honor of Him 
who is Lord of the flesh, let him so remain without boasting.” 
(Letter to Polycarp) 

Teaching: The duties of husbands and wives: “Speak to my 
sisters, that they love the Lord, and be satisfied with their hus-
bands both in the flesh and spirit. In like manner also, exhort 

By Deacon Reed Hauser 

….. Continued on page 4     

https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/14399a.htm
https://www.newadvent.org/cathen/12219b.htm
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my brethren, in the name of Jesus Christ, that they love 
their wives, even as the Lord the Church. (Letter to Poly-
carp) 

Teaching: The value of communal prayer: “Take heed, 
then, often to come together to give thanks to God, and 
show forth His praise. For when you assemble frequently 
in the same place, the powers of Satan are destroyed, and 
the destruction at which he aims is prevented by the unity 
of your faith”. (Ephesians 13) 

Teaching: The primacy of the See of Rome: “Ignatius, 
who is also called Theophorus, to the Church which has 
obtained mercy, through the majesty of the Most High 
Father, and Jesus Christ, His only-begotten Son; the 
Church which is beloved and enlightened by the will of 
Him that wills all things which are according to the love 
of Jesus Christ our God, which also presides in the place 
of the region of the Romans, worthy of God, worthy of 
honor, worthy of the highest happiness, worthy of praise, 
worthy of obtaining her every desire, worthy of being 
deemed holy, and which presides over love, is named 
from Christ, and from the Father...” (Letter to the Ro-
mans) 

Teaching: Creating or following error: “Do not err, my 
brethren. If any man follows him that makes a schism in 
the Church, he shall not inherit the kingdom of God. If 
anyone walks according to a strange opinion, he agrees 
not with the passion [of Christ.].” (Letter to the Philadel-
phians)  

 Of course, there are many other examples, but I 
wanted to show you how Church teaching has been so 
consistent from the beginning, because of the diligence 
and courage of the succession of bishops dating back to 
the Apostles, and especially with the guidance of the Ho-
ly Spirit. 

 I conclude with a traditional prayer which is from 
St. Ignatius in his Letter to the Romans as he journeyed 
toward his martyrdom in Rome:    

I am the wheat of God, and am ground by the teeth of the 
wild beasts, that I may be found the pure bread of God. I 
long after the Lord, the Son of the true God and Father, 
Jesus Christ. Him I seek, who died for us and rose again. 
I am eager to die for the sake of Christ. My love has been 
crucified, and there is no fire in me that loves anything. 
But there is living water springing up in me, and it says to 
me inwardly: “Come to the Father.” 

Ignatius continued . . . From page 3 

 We are thankful that we have made it over 
halfway through the year in the middle of a pandemic! 
Thank you for all of your prayers and support as we have 
navigated these unknown waters. 

We recently held our annual science fair. While it 
looked a little different with masks and socially distanced 
guidelines, our middle school students still did fabulous! We 
will be sending 10 students onto the next level at district sci-
ence fair. Those students are Dane Barron, David Rourke, 
William Legg, Francis Hirsch, Mason Brown, Vincent Hal-
ler, Alyssa Dudley, Sam Byrd, Tim Kessler, and Brigham 
McDaniel. 

If you haven’t already, make sure you check out 
our Facebook page on Fridays at 9:30 as we livestream 
our weekly mass. We’ve had some people ask about the 
long pause in mass after those in the chapel receive com-
munion--it’s at this time that we are distributing commun-
ion to the other students in the school as they are watching 
the livestream in their classroom. 

Our HVAC Capital Campaign continues to move 
right along! We are only about $41,000 away from our goal. 
We ask that you prayerfully consider donating as we hope to 
wrap up our campaign by the end of 2021. Thank you to all 
of you who have already donated so generously to our pro-
ject! 

In other fundraising news, we have offset some of 
our lack of bingo funds by still holding our annual spaghet-
ti dinner, hosting a Super Bowl Square fundraiser and hold-
ing our annual trash bag sales. Thank you for your contin-
ued support with these and all of our fundraisers! 

It is time to start looking at enrollment for the 2021-
2022 school year! Our Ed Choice Expansion window (based 
on income) is currently open. The Ed Choice Traditional 
Window, which is based upon which school district you live 
in, will open on March 1st. We would love to discuss the 
possibility of your child coming to Bishop Flaget. If you are 
interested in enrollment, please call the school, 740-774-
2970, or email Terrina Fahnestock at tfah-
nestock@cdeucation.org. Classes are filling up quickly! 

Thank you for your continued support of our school! 

Greetings from Bishop Flaget!  
Terrina Fahnestock, Asst. Principal 
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Some photos from the first 100 years of St. Peter Parish 
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Fr. Martin Heintz—Pastor from September 1904 
until April 1921 

Fr. Heintz Funeral—April 26, 1921 

Ross County March for Life. You can still watch the Livestream on our Facebook page!  
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 My life was changed when I learned how to pray. I 
had encountered Jesus during Eucharistic Adoration in our 
parish hall on Holy Thursday as a teenager. I came face to 
face with God’s inexhaustible love. I was never the same, but 
I stayed stuck in that same place of spiritual maturity for 
about 7 years. What changed that all? Someone I trusted took 
time to teach me how to pray.  
 Courtney taught me how to open my heart to God and 
talk to him like and friend and a father, and even better, she 
taught me how to listen to God in scripture and in the si-
lence. There have been times in my life when I prayed regu-
larly and times where I went through all the motions of being 
Catholic without spending time with God. Every season when 
I haven’t spent time in personal prayer, I’ve ended up frustrat-
ed, empty, and struggling with the same, repetitive sins. 
 During one of the seasons when I was “checking eve-
ry box”: Mass, confession, active in parish activities, every-
thing but regular set time to talk to God and pray with scrip-
ture. I remember saying to God during a confession once. 
“God, what is happening? Is there anything more to life than 
this? I’m empty. I’m not happy. What gives?” Although I did-
n’t officially “say” it to Jesus in the back of my mind was the 
small thought, “If there isn’t more to being Catholic then is it 
really worth it? What if I just push it to the back? I’ll still be 
Catholic, I just don’t have to try so hard.” 
 That’s when I felt like God really spoke to me for the 

first in a long time. “Andrea, There is more and you crying 

out to me right now is the beginning of the more that I have 

for you.” Jesus went on to point out with firm gentleness that 

I had not been praying or really talking to Him for almost a 

year. I’d stop to talk at God, but I wasn’t giving him a chance 

to speak back to me. My life was so full of my routine, TV 

shows, music, and noise I wasn’t actually taking time to 

spend time with God one on one. In a lot of ways I felt like I 

was sinking while trying to swim in the ocean and getting hit 

by disappointment after disappointment. I remember Jesus 

saying, “You’re trying to hold onto to me and all of these 

comforts of the world at the same time. You feel like you are 

sinking because you’re still trying to hold onto the things you 

know aren’t good for you, and then holding onto me as a sec-

ond thought.” Jesus was right. I was so attached to my com-

forts and habits that I was leaving hardly any room for him in 

my life. I was cut to the heart, and I was filled with incredible 

hope. I had walked into Confession heavy with despair, but I 

walked out with a new found hope that there was more to life.  

 Over the next few days I made a game plan with Je-
sus. I wanted to put him at the center of my life again. Instead 
of working God into my daily routines, I began to build my 
daily routines around God. I set a regular time to pray for 30 
mins everyday and added short, simple prayers through out 
my day. I brought my Bible to work and laid it open on my 
desk where I worked at a public school in Fairfield. I prayed 
in my car driving to and from work. I fasted from TV shows 

Testimony on Prayer 

Andrea McLean,  Faith & Family Coordinator 
and music I knew weren’t good for me. And in a month I 
was the most free, joy-filled, and purposeful I’d ever 
been. God had changed my life, again. 
 I Heard God Laugh is one of the best books I 

can place in your hands, if you are reading this and ach-

ing to have the more that God has for you. Prayer is not 

a guarantee that difficulties will 

disappear, but he wants to carry 

the heaviest parts of our cross-

es. He wants to be with us in 

the suffering. He wants to give 

us the life he died to give us. 

More than anything, God wants 

to speak to you. He wants to 

tell you that he loves you. If 

like me, you have never been 

taught to pray, please don’t hes-

itate to reach out to me. I would 

love to sit with you and talk to you and pray with you. 

There isn’t a “right way” or a magic formula, but there 

are tools that can help us hear God’s voice in the quiet of 

our hearts. 

Holy Land Pilgrimage 2019—in the Sea 
of Galilee above with Fr. Hartge to the 
right overlooking Nazareth 

Picture to left is of 

a drama I was in 

during CYSC. Je-

sus took off all of 

the chains I was 

wearing, put them 

onto himself, died 

on the cross, and 

rose from the dead 

without the chains. 
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 This Advent and Christmas was such a joy for me, 
because I had the honor of working with over 60 volunteers 
from our Chillicothe Waverly Catholic community. These 
volunteers spent hours stuffing the Advent packages for each 
household in our parish, made calls to all of the parish mem-
bers in our directory, helped livestream our December Adora-
tion Night, wrote Christmas cards to the families we knew 
were staying at home during COVID, delivered Christmas 
packages to our homebound, decorated the Church for Christ-
mas, and wrapped our parish Christmas books. There were so 
many people involved from every age group. Many volun-
teered from home. Others were able to come in person. Each 
one of you made a difference and poured into our community 
this Advent and Christmas. Thank you! 
 Another highlight from this December was First Rec-
onciliation during the Advent Penance Service. Ten of our 
2nd graders from our Consortium made their First Reconcili-
ation. Every child came out of Confession with a smile, and 
had a positive encounter with Jesus’ mercy. One of the chil-
dren I knew was feeling nervous before he went in looked so 
happy leaving. “How was your First Reconciliation?” I 
asked. “Amazing,” he sighed with contentment and a smile. 
Pray for these beautiful souls, that they may run back to Con-
fession and the Sacraments for the rest of their lives. 
 We have been receiving great feedback for our 
Christmas Book I Heard God Laugh. I’ve received multiple 
notes and talked to a few people who have actually started 
praying on a more regular basis. Some of them are now com-
ing to Adoration once a week or taking 20 minutes to pray 
everyday. I like what Matthew Kelly writes toward the begin-
ning of the book, “In prayer we learn who we are and what 
we are here for, what matters most and what matters 
least” (page 6). I don’t know about you, but God is constantly 
teaching me what matters most and what doesn’t matter at 
all. More importantly though, “in prayer [I] am learning how 
to love and be loved, because [I] discover that we have been 
loved, are loved, and will continually be loved by God” (page 
6). This love is what I know God wants to teach each of us. 
Will you take the risk that 20 minutes a day could change the 
way you see not just the world, but yourself? If you’ve al-
ready read the book and want to pass it on to others, feel free 
to grab extra copies to share with friends and family mem-
bers! 
 Thank you to all of you who are joining us once a 
month for Virtual Family Nights and weekly ALIVE Family 
Faith Formation! Jesus is really blessing the time you are set-
ting aside to grow in loving him as a household! I hear about 
families praying together in new ways and taking time to af-
firm one another. We’ve had a tremendous team of young 
people helping to put our parish videos together. I also know 
many of you loved getting to participate in the live-streamed 
Adoration Night in December and asked why we didn’t do 
this more often. I am so glad you asked, because we are hav-
ing another Family Adoration Night on March 14th for Lent! 
Join us spaced out in the church or on our Livestream! 
 

So Many Blessings in a Few Short Months 

- Andrea McLean, Faith & Family Coordinator 

Fr. Milton blesses our parishioners joining on our Livestream 

for the Advent Adoration Night by stopping near the camera. 

Fr. Milton processes with the Eucharist and blesses each 

family that was able to come in person. 

Bishop Brennan talks about the Prodigal Son and 
Coming Home to God the Father in Confession. 
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The Crochet / 
Knitting Club 
wants to wish 
everyone a 
peaceful and 
happy New Year. 
  We would like 
to thank the peo-
ple who gave 
generously to 
purchase yarn for 
the projects we 
do for the parish,  

such as baby blankets for baptisms, chemo hats, scarves and 
hats for the homeless and Christmas projects for our home-
bound parishioners.   We also wish to thank the person who 
donated all the hats for the homeless this year.   The picture 
reflects the room Karen Blumberg, our fearless leader, zooms 
from every Wednesday from her home.   She is an avid profes-
sional crochet and knitter; willing to help anyone.  Karen 
zooms several days a week with people from around the world, 
working on projects and helping others.  Call:   Karen at 740-
649-8964 for questions about donating, joining or getting 
help with projects.   

Sisterhood of the Frogged Stitches 

Even during COVID we’ve been able to meet once a 

month for 2nd grade Catechesis. The children prac-

ticed going to confession, learned about their beautiful 

souls and how Jesus makes them white and whole 

again after Confession, and how we live the command-

ments with love. We have incredible 10 Catechists 

who lead one-on-one stations the children rotate 

through. The children have been loving moving around 

the room and getting one-on-one mini lessons. They 

are excited to come to Catechesis and are beginning to 

enjoy praying. We are now preparing for First Holy 

Communion. Thank you 2nd grade Catechesis Team! 

Second graders  prepare for First 
Reconciliation 

Women from St. Peter’s attending Women’s Day of 
Reflection at St. Paul’s in Westerville. 

Fr. Tim and Men from the parish participate in the virtual 
Columbus Catholic Men’s Conference in the parish hall. 
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St. Vincent De Paul Society 2020 report 

— Ann Fisher, President 

 The Members of the St Vincent de Paul Society 
remain profoundly grateful for the continued financial, 
material and spiritual support of our Parish Community. 
 Those we serve are blessed in many ways by our parish-
ioners’ support and continuing presence to the impover-
ished and homeless populations of Ross County-those 
most severely impacted by the viral pandemic.  Many pa-
rishioners have provided hours of volunteer help to the 
Vincentians during the past year. 
  Prior to the pandemic those seeking assistance 
were served by Vincentians two days per week in the St 
Vincent de Paul office/Food Pantry.  Our Sisters would 
offer prayer with individuals when requested.  Nine hun-
dred and ninety- two individuals received other works of 
service, including home visits to shut-ins, prison visits, 
hospital visits and spiritual support throughout  the year. 
  On March 9, 2020 the Vincentians quickly transi-
tioned to working from their homes.  Since that time eight 
of our Members on an alternating basis have responded 
daily to requests for assistance recorded on our help line  – 
Monday through Friday. Through a system of vouchers 
and referral processes to community agencies, utility com-
panies, specific service providers, pharmacies, grocery 
stores, and various merchants efforts are made to meet 
immediate needs and link individuals to longer term 
sources of community assistance. 

  The Knights of Columbus have become partners in working the Food Drives and food distribution.  The estimated 
dollar value of food donated to the Pantry in fiscal year 2020 exceeds $44,800.00.  The estimated dollar value of food dis-
tributed exceeded $32,000.00  The cost of food and other items purchased (ex. some hygiene products, essential house-
hold products) exceeded $3,700.00. 
  The food collected during the annual Spring Food Drive  from parishioners and community members and the food 
left in the church vestibule has been distributed in five separate Drive-Through Food Give-Aways during the year.  With 
the heightened pandemic precautions during the Fall months the  Drive-Through sessions have been suspended.   A new 
procedure has been developed to distribute food to those who call our Help Line.   A temporary voucher to a local grocery 
is provided to the caller; a referral to the Food Pantry is attached.  The individual is directed to pick up the Pantry food at a 
designated date and time at the west side of the school building.    The referral information is recorded at the time of the 
call and the food bags are packed according to the specific number and needs of the recipients; the Knights place the food 
in the car when the recipient arrives. 
  During the past year a team of eight members from St Vincent de Paul have continued to periodically prepare and 
deliver a full meal to the Ross County Community Action Mens Homeless shelter. 
  
Individuals served        3,625 
Families served             1,321 
Total expenses             $65,700.00 

‘Amen, I say to you, whatever you did for one of these least brothers of mine, 
you did for me.’ 
—Matthew 25:40 



Marriage preparation and pre-Cana classes are required.  Thus, 
the engaged couple must make initial arrangements by con-
tacting the parish at least eight months prior to the desired mar-
riage date.  You or your fiancee should be a registered parishion-
er for at least eight months before beginning preparation. 
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Baptism 

Marriage Preparation 

Pre-Baptism instruction for parents who have not previously 
attended, and for parents for which it has been 4 years or longer 
since the Baptism of their last child, is required.  Please call the 
office to make arrangements for classes.  Baptisms are held by 
appointment only.       

Communion to the Sick  

Because the sick and homebound are prevented from cele-
brating the Eucharist with the rest of the community, the 
visits during which they receive Holy Communion are very 
important. In receiving the Body and Blood of Christ, the sick 
are united sacramentally to the Lord and are reunited with 
the Eucharistic community. If you or another parishioner you 
know is unable to attend Mass, please contact the office so 
that the Body of Christ can be brought to him or her.   

Bethesda Healing Ministry 

We are a group of mothers and fathers who have suffered the 
experience of abortion.  We gather twice a month to share, 
heal, and grow.  We are now experiencing the gift of God’s 
healing love.  We’ve been there: We Understand.  Contact us at 

We’re on the Web! See us at: www.stpeterchillicothe.com 

 

PREGNANT  & NEED HELP? 
Call Option Line at 
1-800-395-HELP. 

 Confidential, caring assistance is available.  
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We are also on  Facebook!  Like our Page! 

St. Peter Church, Chillicothe: A Community founded on Adoration and  
Presence to the poor. 


